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To HIS MOTHER.
January 17, 1825.
I got down very safely on Saturday by half-past three. It was very cold on the journey, the wind blowing against us all the way. To my great mortification I was obliged, not merely to put on my cloak, but even to wrap myself in it. I had the satisfaction, however, of observing that the outside passengers in front had close box coats as well as cloaks ; and on arriving at Oxford I had the additional gratification of hearing it was the coldest day we have had. I bathed the following morning [the cold bath at Holy well]—yesterday—and got through the duties of the day without fatigue. The waters have retired from the flat country about us, and have left effluvia which are neither agreeable nor wholesome.
The subscription for St. Clement's Church amounts to above 2,600?., and the colleges are yet to come. Mr. Peel has subscribed 100£., so has Mr. Heber. Lord Liverpool's carriage being at the Bishop's door, has collected a crowd : Mr. Canning is with him. I forgot to talk to you about your delightful plan for next Long Vacation.
In a note-book he writes :
As yet the church subscription flourishes greatly, and nay Sunday school is in a good train for success. I find I am called a Methodist.
To HIS SISTEE HARRIETT.
February 14, 1825.
Will you think me out of my senses when I tell you I have engaged to write in two publications in spite of my other occupations ? and one of them the (Encyclopaedia' I But I must explain myself. I was . conditionally engaged, as you know, to the £ Theological Beview/ when Whately sent me a message that he wanted me to write some theological articles (ecclesiastical history, for instance) in the 'Encyclopaedia/ And so firmly was his mind made up on the subject, that before he received my answer he wrote to Smedley about it, who, in sending me a draft for my Cicero article (14£.), expressed his hope in a civil way that I should comply with Whately's arrangement. I had made up my mind in the affirmative, and for the following reasons : (1) I am persuaded, as V« }»UV *|»M»»
